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lighted up with an almost youthful enthusiasm, and destructive
words were shot from her mouth like molten lava from a volcano.
I had the privilege of presiding over, and speaking at, some of the
meetings she addressed, and I always revered her for the con-
sistency and the rare courage which she gave to her work.
We also had visits from some of the best known among the
Russian revolutionists of the period, notably Maria Breshkovskaya,
the 'grandmother of the Russian Revolution,' while Prince Kropot-
kin, Sergius Stepniak, Volkhovsky, and others who resided in
London, frequently attended our meetings. Kropotkin was the
acknowledged leader of the Communist-anarchists of the period.
He was a man of great learning and of singular sweetness of
character. His books and pamphlets were widely read, and his
passionate Affeal to the Toung was one of the most effective propa-
ganda pamphlets ever issued. It was translated into many lan-
guages, and it won ardent disciples among the youth of all nations.
The books from his pen which had the greatest influence in England
were Factories, Fields, and Workshops, and Mutual Aid, the former
showing the possibilities of increased food production by a more
intensive system of cultivation, while the latter attempted to refute
the anti-social views of the pseudo-Darwinians which were based
upon the alleged untamable law of the survival of the fittest. His
volume on the French Revolution greatly interested me, and on
more than one occasion he tried to persuade me to undertake an
intensive study of the condition of the working classes in England
during the seventeenth century, with a view to my writing a
companion volume on the English Revolution of 1688, but I could
not give the time necessary for the fulfilment of the task.
The place of the Independent Labour Party in the work of this
period will be dealt with in connection with the rise of the modern
Labour Party, but I note here that it became one of the most
powerful political organizations of the time. The effect and extent
of the propaganda which it conducted was probably unexampled
in the history of our country, and its influence upon English
political life during the last forty years has been profound. A
great deal of my own propaganda work was done under its auspices
and in connection with the Fabian Society, to which I was specially
attached.
The fullest demand upon the strength of their speakers was
continuously made by these propagandist bodies, and for many
years I never had a pause for rest, recreation, or quiet meditation.